Delphic oracles, or colonization stories. Recognizing "performance" as an overarching social-poetic concept is the deeper urge at work here, with profound effects on the field: it is hard to name a single American Hellenist untouched.
1
Finally, an evolutionary, multilevel perspective has begun to replace New Critical attitudes that prized texts as objects, technique as primary, and Homeric verse as a culmination. A guiding light is the work of Gregory Nagy, from his pathbreaking studies in cultural semantics (1979) to his magisterial Pindar's Homer (1990) . His more recent studies on the crystallization of the Homeric text from the eighth to the first centuries BCE illustrate how a New Diachrony (if one can call it that) is able not just to describe the system of Greek poetics but to motivate and track changes within it.
